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Dear Ms. Dortch:

Hospers Telephone Exchange. Inc. is a rural independent telephone company and

provider of mobile wireless services in conjunction with Iowa Wireless Services. LLC

(iWireless). We are writing this letter because we have significant concerns about AT&Ts
proposed acquisition ofT·Mobile USA and its subsidiaries and affiliates, and the potential harm

this transaction may have on our continued ability to provide high.quality advanced wireless

telecommunications services to communities and underserved areas in rural Iowa. We wish to

join iWireless in respectfully requesting that the Commission condition its consent to the T­

Mobile transaction on AT&T's agreement to meet the following commitments:

(I) that AT&T maintain the legacy T-Mobite GSM and UMTS/HSPA networks until such

lime as iWireless and its member companies can transition to the technology path chosen

by AT&T For LTE deployment;

(2) that AT&T continue to provide roaming services compatible with the voice and data

technologies ulilized by iWireless and its member companies as they transition to more

advanced 3G services;

(3) that AT&T work with manufacturers to make handsets compatible with both !.he

iWireless and AT&T networks available on a timely basis. and in sufficient quantities to

meet iWireless and its member companies' needs;

(4) that AT&T commit not to repurpose iWireless spectrum for LTE or other purposes until

such lime as iWireless. its member companies and their customers are ready and able to

transition to such services; and
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(5) that AT&T commit to the terms of existing agreements bet\'.een iWireless and T·Mobile.

Our company has made significant investments to obtain partitionedJdisaggregated
broadband pes spectrum and to construct and operate a high-quality wireless network in our
rural service area. We currently employ OSM as our air interface for voice services. and we
have plans, together with iWireless and our fellow independent telephone companies (ITCs). to
expand the availability of broadband wireless services in rural Iowa using the 30 UMTS/HSPA
protocol operating on partitioned AWS spectrum.

The i\Vireless partnership with T·Mobile has been extremely imponant to our business.
It has given us access to partitioned spectrum in our rural communities and it has helped to create
a larger market and more diverse ecosystem for GSM and UMTS/HSPA infrastructure,
equipment and handsets. It has also given us a reliable partner for inbound and outbound
roaming and it has given our customers access to a ubiquitous nationwide OSMlUMTS network
with voice and high-speed data capabilities. While the ncs and iWireless have only recently

started to deploy 30 UMTSIHSPA services in the state. we have chosen to follow this
technology path precisely because it \\'as compatible with T-Mobile.

Recently, AT&T has advised the Commission that it plans"to redeploy T-Mobile USA's
AWS spectrum from UMTS 10 LTE" (Joint Opposition at p.7) and that it cannot usc this
spectrum on its own UMTS network "because its millions ofUMTS customers have handsets
thaI will not work on that spectrum:' (id.) This gives us grave concerns because once AT&T
transitions all ofT-Mobile's spectrum and services to LTE, the iWireless and ITe networks will
become an isolated "islands" of broadband wireless sen'ice, and our rural customers will lose
access to nationwide voice and data roaming that they have come to rely on. Moreover.
AT&Tff-Mobile subscribers that used to be able to roam on our rural network will no longer

have the ability to do so once they are transitioned to LTE.

While AT&T has acknowledged its obligation to honor its contractual and legal
obligations arising oul of the T-Mobile acquisition. (Joint Opposition at p. 225) we are
disappointed that AT&T has said nothing in its reply to address the legitimate issues raised by
iWireless, which relate to the continuity of service for rural subscribers and the ability ofsmall
businesses and rural telephone companies to participate in the provision of advanced wireless
services. AT&T instead chooses to dismiss these concerns as "adjudication of contractual

rights."

The public interest calls for the maintenance of existing wireless service for rural
subscribers to ensure that they will have seamless access to voice and broadband
communications, regardless of whether they are in their home rural markets. or visiting
populated urban areas. and to avoid saddling rural carriers and iWireless with stranded
investments that would otherwise have no use outside of rural markets.
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Should the Commission detennine that consent to the T-Mobile USA transfer of control

application is in the public interest. we respectfully join iWireless in requesting that the FCC
condition its consel1l on AT&T's agreement to the commitments outlined above to ensure the

continued availability of high-quality voice and data services for consumers in rural Iowa and

ongoing viability of our local business.

Respectfully submitted.

David L. Raak
President
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